214    .	GUIDE  TO CALCUTTA.
or which stands in a more picturesque situation.' *
Passing by some uninteresting hamlets and brickfields,
we come in sight of a modern villa of red brick which
serves to show us where Konnagar is situated. Some-
what to the north of a group ol temples is the site of
what was probably the old Danish Dockyard. North of
this again is the village of Eishra.
4 'At the northern extremity of this village stands a factory which has existed
for half a century, and passed successively through the hands of various
European houses of business into those of its late possessor, Bissembhur Sen.*
It was one of the oldest and most profitable chintz manufactories in this
country having been established not long after Mr. Piinsep had introduced
the art." Calcutta Review, 1845, p. 486.
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Bissembhur Sen, who is said to have commenced his
career with a wage of 8 or 10 rupees a month, '' created
a large fortune of some £200,000, out of nothing, by
dint of economy* skill, and perseverance." , Close to
Messrs Birkmyre's ''Hastings Mills" is the old Rishra
House.
"Adjoining the factory, we have Kwhera House. Perhaps no place
presents more of the appearance of an English country seat than this
mansion, as it is viewed on coming down the river, with its green velvet
lawn and venerable trees, which may almost, be mistaken for the oaks of a
park. It has always been a favourite retreat with Calcutta residents. It
is surrounded by a brick wall, the western portion of which is lined with a
row of ancient mango trees, one of which excites the great admiration for
the boldness and grandeur of its branches. The tradition runs that the
trees were p anted by Mrs. Hastings, when she and Warren Hastings made
this villa their temporary residence." Ibid, p. 487.
Ill the advertisements in the Gazette for Thursday,
Aug. 5, 1784, we find offered for auction, failing private
4'That extensive piece of ground belonging to Warren Hastings, Esq.,
called Bishera, situated on the western bank of the river, two miles below
Serampore, consisting of 136 beegahs, 18 of which are Lackherage land, or
land paying no rent." Set on Karr : Seltction*, Vol. I.
In Nov. 1784, the great man writes to his wife: "I
jhave sold Rishra for double the sum that was paid for
it. This is a riddle, and I leave it to your sagacity to
unravel it."
* Biwembhur Sen obtained the property in 1838 for Bs. 10,000.

